\
|
1
|

Sational g:pu_hlmm.

| 13 l.ll"!. WiLkRroN

In the third year oI' the war, Willism
Johnson, & negro messenger in the Treas
ury Department, who added to his pay
and his duties the emoluments and honor
of shay President Lineols, went (o
Wi, J. Huntiogton, the esshier of the
First National I!:nk in Wiwhington, to
borrow one hundrod and Gy ars on
his note of hand, Mr Hunlington, who
In s kind to the poor as Iw ia rltd in ad-
hering to tho riles of manage.
ment, Hstenod favorably tn the financial

pollllun of Willinem, and saked* him
what be wanted to do with the monoy.
“To finish my little bouse, ' *aid he. “I
bave to require o mpnnuhlaemmn- ‘m

you give me ope ¥ T reckon [ kin," res
plied Willinm, straightening Lifmself up
with solid dignity. "I kig give you Abram
Linkon!" “OlWl ke lf de. said the

cashier, who turned to the deak nod drew
two notes for .leum!.y Bve dollars cach,
payable respectively in sixty aud ninety
days.  William got Mr. Lincolu's en:
dorsements, and got his money.

When the first note fell fue it was not
waid, and Mr, Huntington, sooa after, hav-
Ing business at the Treasury Department,
rought for the colored defunlter to his big
bank,  Willinm was not in his messenger's
chalr,  Poor Willlhm was dead. The
cashier, in the conrse of time, having oc-
cusion 1o do nome Lusiness with My, Lin.
coln, took with him William's two prom.
ises to puy. Aler concluding his inter.
view with the President npou the matter
principal in band, he said, ~Mr. Lincoln,
the barber who mn'd to shave yon, I hear,

i dead™  “Oh yes, "interrupted the Pres
ident, with feeling; “Willinm ia o, 1
bought a collin or the oor fullow, and

bavt had to help his family.” «Well, Mr.
Lineoln,” resumed the cashier, “1 was
golog to say that | had in the bank two
small notes of William's, endorsed h[ you,
which T will now surrender ta you" “No
you dou't,” said Old Abe, with lively firm.
nose, ind uncoiling himsel! apward in his
nrm-chair. 1 endorsnd the notes, and nm
bound to pay then; and it s your duty to
make me pay them.” “Yes," sald the
cashier; “but it bos long boen our cus
tom to devote a portion of our profits
o charitable objects; aud (his soems to
be a most deserving one.” Mr. Lincoln,
however, stood firm on his obligation
antd his  purpose to pay his endorsc.
ments, ’“'eT Mr, Lincoln, I will tell
you how we can arrange this”
said Mr, Huntington. “'I'lic loan to Wil
liam was o jolnt one between yoo and the
bank. You stand half the lows, and 1 will
stund hall. You pay one of the noton,
and 1 will eancel the other.” Old Abe
Hung his Irie\cr the arm of Lia chair in
that irresistibly fanny way he I"requonltg
had of musing over n propesition. He
thonght awhile, the light pluying all over
his expressive fuce, then wtraightened up,
hin swect, palh.-ut eyes full of langhter.
M. Hontington," said lie, * that sounds
fair, but it is msidious; you are golng to
get ahead of we; you pre going to give me
the muallest note to pay.  Thers must be
o foir divide over poor Willinm,  Rockon
up the intereat on both notes, and cho
the whole right stralght through the rml‘rl
dle, so that wy half ehall be as lig ns
yours. That's the way we will fix it

Aud that is the way the grapd puan
* fixed"” the dischargo of all bis obligations
—sernpulooaly exact, roligionsly honest,
||rmnll; Indepondent.

Tho cashier laughed, and, a3 he handed |

the notes to Mr. Lincoln, said, pointing to
bis sizweteess npan thelr backes, o Aftor
this, Mr. Prosident, you' can never deny
that you endorse the negro.” *That's o
fact!” mald Old Abe, Inunliin 1y “bt 1
don't intend to deny it."  An cean’t the
negro endorse hiu.: and his workn ! God
biless his memaory !~ N, ¥, Indepondent.
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